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Admits His Long CIA Role

MEXICO CiTY (UPl)—Former
President Jose Figueres of Costa Rica
said in‘a televised interview broad-
cast Supday that he worked for the
U5 Central Intelligence Agency n
20,000 {rays' since it was founded.

. He s=id re oelieved other Latin
American presidents have also done
=0, but ke did rnot mention any names.

Figueres wzs interviewed on the
*Sunday to Surday” program of Mexi-
can newscaster Jacobo Zabludovsky,

“of the televisa retwork He was in-
terviewed last week in San Jose. Cos-
13 Rica ) ST

. Figueres was not specific about the
work he said he did for the ClA, al-
though he did refer to the CIA-
planned invasion of Cuba at the Bay
of Pigs and to attempts to oust the
13te Dominican dictator Rafael Truiil-
lo. Y

Asto the Bay of Pigs. hesaid: -

*} triad—I wzs mixed up in thal—I

tried for two years to get it called
off” Figueres said.

He alzo referred to his efiors— .
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through the zo-called "Canbb_eéh Le-
gion" of 1947—10 help overthrow of
Trujillo. ‘

vBut I never wanted.lo resort io 1

what fater was resorted to, political

- assassination;” hersaid. 'l do not wane
to get any more explicit” ‘

Meanwhile, Tirne magazine report-

~ ed Sunday that it has been told by
~oredible sources® that the CIA was:
_“nvolved in assassination plots”

against Carivbean leaders Fidel Cas-

tro. Truiillo and Francois (Papa Doc)

Duvalier. o E
'The magazine said its "sources ¢on-

“tend that the CLA enlisted the expert "
hired-gun help of GS Mafla figures -

in several unsuccessful atiempts. to
kill Cuban Premier Castro both be-

fore and shortly after the Cla-

planned Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba
in 19617 e :
It said the sources claimed the ClA
had enlisted the help of underworld
figures Sam Giancana and John

Roselli in efforts o kill Castro by poi-
|

son, shooting or bombs. , . |
‘1t said the FBI later learned of!
these attempts while investigating a’
burglary of comedian Dan Rowan's
hotel room in Las Vegas. The FBI
learned "the arrested prowlers had
been assigned by the CIA as a favor,
to Giancana, who sought information
to break up a budding romance be-

_tween Rowan and Giancana's girl-

‘friend, Phyllis McGuire,” Time said.
- The magazine said its sources

_claimed the CIA "backed the success-:
_ ful drive to overthrow" Trujillo,

whose 31 years as-dictator of the
Dominican Republic ended with his
shooting death in May, 1961,

The sources said the CIA thought
Trujillo was "getting too friendy with
the Communists’ and 8o "nobody
wanted another Cuba in the Domini-

can Republic® Time said, *Several .

sources insist that some of the guns

" "It said the CIA

into the Caribbean island by CIA
operatives. .~ - 4
»collaborated with
Huiti leaders of a group of at least
200 rebels” who tried unsucessfully to
overthrow Duvalier, dictator of Haiti,
in 1963. It said the group of rebels
was stopped at the Dominican border
when they tried to invade Haiti.
Figueres, a three-time president of

Costa Rica, emphasized that his work

for the CIA was not limited to his
own country but extended "all over
Latin America" during the past 30
years—even before the CIA came
formally into being in 1947, '

'] have worked in 20,000 ways for

them, he said.

Figueres was asked, "Is it common
for Latin American presidents to col-
laborate with the CIA™

"] believe so! Figueres said. "I be--

lieve so. It is a political reality as
strong as the Vatican® .
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. He said he "neither approved nor '

disapproved’ of such actions by any

Latin American president. *Politics
and ‘war are not conducted under
rules laid down for nuns in convents,’
he said. : ' :

*This is a savage world ... I have -

no illusions. I am not a man of white
gloves,” he added.

Although he worked for the ClA,
Figueres said, he also ‘was thwarted

. by them in his own plans "I have had

my telephones tapped many times hv
the CIA" he said. *I have had many
plans of revolutionaries on which I
worked frustrated by the CIA"
Nevertheless Figueres defended the

- CIA against its growing critics.

“There never can be enough pay-
ment to the United States as well as
the Western world for the excellent
espionage and counterespionage
work of the CIA since it was founded
by Allen Dulles”
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